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Holmes: The Best Good News I Ever Had

BY

C.

R A Y M O N D

H O L M E S

*

THE BEST GOOD
NEWS I EVER HEARD
I had been a clergyman for many years when a class on
Christ’s ministry in the heavenly sanctuary deeply
disturbed me. But out of it came a new perspective of faith,

A

a new hope, and a new ministry.

s a Lutheran minister committed to continuing the Reformation Martin never finished,
I arrived at Andrews University in the fall of 19 7 0 .1 found
the first four weeks of a class on the
atonement familiar and heartwarming theological terrain. For in Lutheranism as in Adventism, central
to faith are the great theological
truths of the messianic mission of
Christ, including Calvary, His resurrection, and His ascension. Then, as
the professor led his students into
the heavenly sanctuary where Christ,
as High Priest, ministered the merits
of the cross, I consulted my theolog-

ical road map and found uncharted
areas. I was deeply disturbed. But
out of that disturbance— really a
divine moment— came a new perspective of faith, a new hope, and a
new ministry.
My problem was not the biblical
validity o f the doctrine, but its
meaning for my life. I began to pray,
“Lord, if I am to believe, preach and
teach this doctrine, please make it*
* C. Raymond Holmes is a past president o f the Adventist Theological
Society. Retired from seminary teaching, he lives with his wife, Shirley, in
Wakefield, Michigan.
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existential for me just as You did
with Calvary”
The answer came like lightning
flashing across a dark sky: I realized
that the sanctuary doctrine meant
that the Saviour cares for me and
exercises that care on a daily,
moment-by-moment basis from His
heavenly post. My faith in what Jesus
did for me on Calvary found a new

dimension and a new completeness,
resulting in a genuine revival and
renewal. I realized that, by faith, I
was connected with the ministry of
my Lord in the heavenly sanctuary!
I saw that Calvary is one aspect of
the atonement being accomplished
for us by our Saviour. Assurance of
salvation comes because He died for
our sin on the cross and is finishing

17

https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/pd/vol4/iss2/7

2

Holmes: The Best Good News I Ever Had
His work as Saviour in the heavenly
sanctuary. It was with a “live coal”
taken from “off the altar” in the sanctuary and applied to Isaiah’s lips that
his “iniquity and guilt” were taken
away and his “sin completely atoned
for and forgiven” (Isa. 6:6, 7, The
Amplified Bible). Sin is “atoned for,”
“removed,” and “wiped away” when
the heavenly record of it is blotted out
by the blood of Christ, which He took
into the sanctuary (see Hebrews 9:12,
14, 25). When this good news is heard
and believed, the response is, “We
have this hope as an anchor for the
soul, firm and secure. It enters the
inner sanctuary behind the curtain,
where Jesus, who went before us, has
entered on our behalf” (Heb. 6:19, 20,
NIV).
The sanctuary doctrine certainly
says something of significance about
life in the real world of hopelessness
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and uncertainty! Its truth embodies
divine power to transform life. Even
to transform faith. These are the reasons God calls us to preach the sanctuary message to those who have not
heard it! The truth about the ministry of Christ in heaven is profitless
unless it, like Calvary, is “united by
faith in those who heard” (Heb. 4:2,
NASB). We can confidently enter the
heavenly sanctuary because we have
a High Priest who entered heaven
with His own blood and pleads that
blood before the Father, who, Jesus
said, also loves us (see John 16:27).
His blood is the assurance that we
will be dealt with graciously (Heb.
10:19-25).
My fascination with this truth
continued as I sought increased
understanding. For example, what
does our High Priest do about a
guilty conscience? The question is
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ierkegaard said that most of us

read the Bible the way a mouse tries to remove cheese from the trap without getting caught. Some of us have mastered that. We read the story as
though it were about someone else a long time ago; that way we don’t get
caught. But if we see the Bible as the story of the triumph of God’s grace,
the story of God searching for ms,then look out. The story will come alive.
God will find us and we will know that we are found.”— Maxie Dunnam,
“Living the Psalms,” Christianity Today, February, 1998, page 3.
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demn when God Himself does not.
Not that sin is removed from the
memory when it is pardoned, for
God does not interfere with the
rightful function o f conscience,
through which the Holy Spirit convicts us o f sin and thus of the need of
a Saviour. Nor does it mean that sin
is expunged from the record when
one accepts Christ; for if that were
true, there would be no record left
for the Judge’s ultimate decision. It
does mean that by a sovereign act of
grace and atonement, sin is recorded
as pardoned in the only place where
it could condemn us in the final
judgment. It means that Christ has
assumed our liability as our surety.
These truths of my High Priest’s
ministry for me in the heavenly
sanctuary, these assurances o f His
continuing atoning work on my
behalf, brought me, as I have said,
new perspectives of faith, hope, and
a new ministry. I can still vividly
recall the first time I shared my
“divine moment” of understanding
from the pulpit. A man in the congregation began to sob uncontrollably. When I spoke with him after
the service, he told me: “I’ve never
heard the message of my Lord’s ministry in heaven described just that
way before. It’s the best good news
I’ve ever heard!”
How right he was! Going-on 30
years later, I’ve not heard a better
description o f what I learned in that
class on the atonement.
□

hardly academic: The guilty conscience is a problem of humanity, for
it tells us that we are guilty sinners
condemned to live hopeless, joyless
lives. Nothing we do can purify and
cleanse the conscience. No resolutions, no promises, no rituals. It
takes an act of God, an act o f divine
grace.
Our great need is to hear the
good news that the way into the
sanctuary is opened by the blood of
Jesus! His credentials are our confidence. The blood He took into the
sanctuary cleanses the believer’s
conscience by the removal of the sin
the conscience recognizes and which
condemns the sinner. The sanctuary
proclaims that our Lord is doing a
thorough job dealing with our feelings of guilt and the sin that produces guilt. He died for our sin “by
the sacrifice of himself” on the cross
(Heb. 9:26, NIV). And “since we
have a great high priest over the
house of God, let us draw near with
a sincere heart in full assurance of
faith, having our hearts sprinkled
clean from an evil conscience and
our bodies washed with pure water”
(Heb. 10:21,22, NASB).
Once again our Lord is doing for
us what we cannot do for ourselves.
He removes the sin He died for by
covering it with His blood and ultimately wiping away the record o f it
from the heavenly sanctuary. When
that happens, nothing stands against
us. And the conscience cannot con-
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